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It’s hard to imagine life

now without cell phones,

but what about voice mail?
- “One man.in search of a
job relied on his friend to
take messages for him. The
friend checked and erased
each message without utter-
ing a word about them to
the job seeker.

In another scenario, a
battered woman may be
desperate to contact help,
but a call back from the
help agency could lead to
more trouble.

‘There are many stories
that illustrate how impor-

tant voice mail is for the
many Austinites struggling
without .it, said - Mildred
Vuris, director of govern-
ment and community rela-

- tions for the Austin Travis -
- County: - Mental .

Mental Retardation Center.
Now, thanks to a grant
from Impact Austin, the

center can  provide - 1,000

voice mailboxes to those in

need through 49 local part— .

ner agencies.

Last Sunday, »Imp‘act
Austin awarded two grants
of $100,500 each to two
Austin-area charities.
Communities in Schools

received the second grant

See Grants, Page 14
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s | Philanthropic group

for girls launched
_by daughters of
[Impact Austin
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Last Thursday was a
big evening for Impact
Austin. Not only did the

" women’s philanthropy

group give $201,000 in

‘grants in its second year,

but the annual dinner

also introduced a new:
- philanthropy group for

Claire Powers a foundmg m mber of Gl s Giviny

girls.

The daughters of sev-
eral members of Impact
Austin founded Girls
Giving  Grants in
February.  Currently,
membership is at 13
girls, ranging from

grades 8 to 12 from
throughout the city. .
Miriam - Kalk,  a

See !mbact, Poge 3

Grants, with her mother Rebecca Powers, founder of
Impact Austin, display the new logo for Girls Giving -
Grants. Claire is a student at St. Stephen’s. - ’

- Episcopal School.
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Em_ member of Girls Giving

Continye Jrom Pgge 1.

foundin ber of Gig, grant money, . oped a logo-and gre
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: ’ they will get from the their OTganization, Tpe
g

Uy has always cmphasized process is learning ahoyt the

needs in the Community,”

brocess js teaching the girls
critical’ business apg life
skills, Lyong said.

“They’re learning lot of

. a8 a liaisop between the
Impac >~mmHE o board and.  life lessons ..mﬁﬁ_;w:m@omm

Impagt, Ayt

- sdnd
Tganization
tin in the

2 Lyong
said. “So often We see thingg
that pull at oy hearts. By is
it Sustainable? They get
dig deeper apg look at
finances . they get to use
their heads ang their hearts,”

The girls attended the

lives in Northwest Austip

The concept is similar ‘to
Impact Anstin. Each memper -
donates $100, This fall, the

. Austin Community ¢ large, ;

.‘aH?Q

Impact Austin dinner apg:
Saw the awards brocess first-:
hand.

“It was really a great expe-
rience to gee. ) a
Austin operatés:ap
ward to what ye'za
get to do,” Kajk said.

The girls are in a pjlot
phase of thejr Organizatiop, |
mﬁi:m,:%_ they hope to |
open membership to the :

not just daughters of Imp
>:mmu.3 =mbe .

act
aid,

religblas Ty
join,” Kalk sajq. “When |
you're young, you start Set-
ting your priorities; . If you.
Start early to gtart caring for
others, it will pe an impor-
tant part of your lives,”
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Continued from Page bl

- for their XY Zene project.
' years, :

" For . 20
Commumtles in “Scheols

has worked to help prevent
» . The:
- orgamzatlon addresses root
* causes by prov1d1ng coun-'
- sehng, ¢risis intervention
, work and home visits.

school " dropouts. .

.. The XY Zone. started as
a pregnancy prevention
program aimed at young
men. But the program

" touched on so many other

issues including goal set-
ting, teachmg responsibili-
ty and academic achieve-
ment that it developed into
a more comprehensive pro-
gram for young men, said
Eric Metcalf, director of
programs for Communities
in Schools.

This year, 200 young
men were helped by the
program. With the Impact
Austin grant, the program
will expand to include
Lanier and Crockett High
Schools, benefiting an
additional 100 young men.

: ' I glrlfnends wives and other

" women -they ‘come into
" -contact with.”

Tyt

K orgamzatmn

- member
$1,000 per year. At the end

JUne 19, LUU0

- said. . “Impact Austin will
contmue to  reverberate in
"~ how- they deal with their

Impact Austm is a
omen’s. : . philanthropy
that * has
grown from 126 women in

its first year, 2004, to 201
‘members this year. The

concept of the orgamzatlon
is. simple. To join, each
must = donate

of the year, members vote
on grant recipients.

Rebecca Powers, Impact
Austin founder and presi-
dent, explained that many
women who want to make
a difference often don’t
have the time to invest.
With Impact Austin, you
pay your donation and can
choose further involvement
with the grant process or
simnply show up and vote at
the end of the year.

Impact Austin aims to
add 100 members to the
organization every year for
five years, eventually
awarding $100,000 grants
to five local charities.

I
BY HERC KWAN

Commumt:es in Schools (CIS) Wl|| help 100 at-risk young
men with the Impact Austin grant. From left: Suki
Steinhauser of CIS, Karen Frost of Impact Austin, Michael



gram.

al success measures s for the
program, including sexual
abstinence increasing from
48 percent to 77 percent,
problems with the law
decreasing from 20 percent
to under five percent and

every participant staying in .

school.

Powers said the voice
mailbox project impacts all
parts of society, something
that strongly appealed to
members. And Powers
remarked on the signifi-
cance of a women’s group
‘helpmg an all male pro—

“We understand‘i” the
value in helping an at-risk
group of male adolescents
learn how to treat women
well, make safe choices
and stay in school,” Powers
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our women,” Powers said.
“For me, this is a labor of
love, and I never tire of
telling our story.”

Vuris of the Austin
Travis County MHMR said
she - was extremely
impressed with Impact
Austin, adding that even
without the grant, the
process of working with
such supportive, profes-
sional and enthusiastic
women was enrichment
enough.

“Impact Austin proves
the sum of the Whole is
gres nits: *Vuris
sald “They are so commlt-
ted and really want to
impact Austin. The name
could not be more appro-
priate.”
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