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512-791-4424
Girls Giving Grants Kicks Off Recruitment for 2007-2008 Awards Program

AUSTIN, Texas – Girls Giving Grants is seeking members for this year’s team of young women who will select an Austin-area nonprofit organization to receive the group’s annual grant.  The Girls Giving Grants program is also soliciting proposals from area nonprofits who want to be considered for the 2007-2008 grant which the program will award in April, 2008. 
Girls Giving Grants is an Impact Austin program open to young women in grades 8 through 12 who will learn first hand the power of collective giving and collaborative selection when they combine their individual donations into a grant for the charitable organization of their choice.   Membership requirements include a donation of $100 and a commitment of time and energy from October until April.  Last year’s group of 26 girls chose to award their $2,600 to The Center for Child Protection.  In 2006, the program’s first year, the group awarded $2,100 to the Austin Children’s Shelter.  
Dina Mavridis, Director of Girls Giving Grants, proudly explains, “Two years ago, this program was started by teenage girls who built it from the ground up.  Girls Giving Grants is the only all girl, grant-making cooperative in Austin that is fully funded and operated by its young members.  Our members have complete ownership – from funding the grant themselves to making the final determination of their grant recipient.  Their grants make an impact on the community today and the learning experience makes an impact on the girls forever.” 

Miranda Hoffman, a Lake Travis High School graduate, reflects on her experience with Girls Giving Grants in 2006, “When our group chose the Austin Children’s Shelter, the impact of our grant really hit home with us. We could relate to the teens in the shelter because they were our own age and we could see how much our grant for new clothing would mean to them.  Our experience with Girls Giving Grants made us aware of the need in Austin in a way that we were not otherwise.  It helped us appreciate what we have and made us want to share what we have with others.”
On September 9th and 23rd, Girls Giving Grants is hosting membership kickoff events for those interested in learning more about participating.  The deadline for membership applications is October 1, 2007.  Young women interested in participating should email contactus@girlsgivinggrants.org or visit the website at www.girlsgivinggrants.org . 

Girls Giving Grants is also soliciting proposals from area nonprofit organizations that are interested in applying for the 2008 grant.   To be eligible, programs or projects must benefit youth within Travis, Hays, Bastrop and/or Williamson counties and must strengthen, improve, enhance, and positively impact the lives of children and youth in the greater Austin area. To be eligible for a grant, an organization must be classified as a “public charity” with tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) and 509(a) of the Internal Revenue Service Code. 
Girls Giving Grants’ will accept proposals until October 19, 2007, and will award the grant in April, 2008. The exact amount of the award will be announced after the membership drive ends on October 1st.  Based on feedback from past years, the proposal format has been greatly streamlined to reduce the effort required by nonprofits to complete it.  For full information about eligibility and submitting a proposal, please check the website at www.girlsgivinggrants.org. 
.
Girls Giving Grants is the youth extension of Impact Austin.  Impact Austin is a 501(c)(3) public charity made up of women seeking to transform lives in the Austin area through high-impact and lifelong giving. Collectively, we are changing the face of philanthropy in Austin,  www.impact-austin.org .
