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From Our Founder

 

I cannot lie.  I miss my day-to-day
contact with you!  Learning a new role
and staying in the background is not a
natural thing for me.  I know it's right
for Impact Austin and our long term
sustainability to let others lead now,
but doing what's right is not always
easy!  I jokingly told my friend in
Virginia that I feel like the elder
stateswoman now...funerals,
weddings, graduations,
christenings...I'm there.   

Last week, I was invited to attend the
5-year member celebration.  I jumped
at the chance.  Hugging and
reconnecting with members who had
joined on my 'watch' made it very
special.  It made my heart sing to hear
these comments over the course of
the evening:
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FAC Update
Our 2011 Community Partner Finalists Have
Been Chosen!
 
Our five Focus Area Committees have worked very hard over the
past four months reviewing applications and attending site visits and
we are now pleased to announce Impact Austin's 2011 Community
Partner Finalists:
 
Culture

·         Theatre Action Project
·         Paramount and State Theatres
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-"I didn't know anyone else at the
event tonight, but there was instant
camaraderie because we're bound by
a common goal."

 
-"I didn't get to participate on an FAC
this year.  For the first time, it will be a
different experience for me at the
Annual Meeting...I miss the FAC
experience."

 
-"My FAC this year was great!  We
had compelling site visit finalists, and
it was so hard to choose the two
finalists to present to our
membership."
 
-"Impact Austin is a matter of the
heart...that's what connects us."
 
-"Have I really been a member for 5
years?  In some ways, it seems like
forever, in others it seems like
yesterday when I attended a coffee."
 
-"I don't sit on an FAC or volunteer
much.  I just pay my money each
year.  I have the same member status,
regardless.  Impact Austin delivers on
its promise to honor each of us!"
 
-"We love our founder, and we will go
on to do greater things as a way to
honor her vision."

 
As I was driving home, I was
reminded of our unique culture, our
warmth and our desire to make this
community better...one day, one
member, one grant at a time.  I cannot
wait to celebrate with everyone at the
Annual Meeting...I hope to see you
there! 

 
With appreciation and gratitude, 
- Rebecca Powers, Founder

Congratulations!

Congratulations to Impact Austin!  

Impact Austin was selected as one of
three finalists in the nonprofit category
at the Ethics in Business 9th Annual
Awards Event on May 4, 2011 as an
organization that exhibits exemplary
ethical practices.  Thank you to all our
members, who consistently exhibit the
five award criteria: 
-Be Respectful
-Be Fair
-Be Honest
-Strive for Justice

 
Education

·         Austin Partners in Education
·         Caritas

 
Environment

·         A Nurtured World
·         Campfire Balcones Council

 
Family

·         Texas Advocacy Project
·         Austin Dog Alliance

 
Health and Wellness

·         For the Love of Christi
·         Austin Child Guidance Center

 
Finalist reports as well as project budgets and letters from the 10
finalists will be e-mailed to you on May 25th.  We encourage you to
read these reports carefully so that you will be prepared to vote for
the grant recipients at Impact Austin's Annual Meeting on June 6th.  If
you are unable to attend the Annual Meeting, we encourage you to
still vote through our absentee voting process.  Details will come in
your May 25th finalist packet.

Membership Update
Summer Community Coffee
 
Wednesday, June 22, 2011
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Collectic Home
2785 Bee Cave Road
Austin, TX  78746
map
 
Please click here to RSVP
 
The Annual Meeting is such an exciting time, but once we choose our
Community Partners, we must begin again to seek out 500 women to
share our mission in 2012.  This year, we will host our first-ever
Summer Community Coffee to get an early start on our traditional fall
recruiting.  Don't wait--while the joy of the Annual Meeting is
fresh--share your enthusiasm for Impact Austin with your friends,
co-workers, neighbors, acquaintances, and even strangers! 
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-Embrace Sustainability

Congratulations to Rebecca
Powers!

 
We are proud to announce that Impact
Austin's Founder, Rebecca Powers, is
being honored by Concordia
University at their annual Excellence
in Leadership Gala on Friday, August
26, 2011, 6:30 p.m., at the Four
Seasons Hotel.  Impact Austin
members and friends are invited to
attend.  For more information, see
www.concordia.edu/EIL or contact
Glenda Holmstrom at
glenda.holmstrom@gmail.com.

Mark Your Calendar

Annual Meeting
Monday, June 6, 2011
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Congregation Agudas Achim
7300 Hart Lane

Austin, TX  78731
Register

Member Spotlight

Bethany Goldberg
 

  

 

April 20th Community Coffee at Collectic Home

 
Collectic Home, an amazing showroom of fine furnishings and
accessories, has generously offered to host the Coffee.  Conveniently
located off Bee Caves Road just west of Mopac, Collectic Home is
easily accessible and has abundant parking.  As an added bonus,
Collectic Home offers a 10% discount on event shopping...
 
5 Year Member Celebration
 

A proud group of 5 year members!

 
A very special thank you to the 57 members of Impact Austin who are
celebrating 5 years of membership in 2011.  These committed
women have collectively been a part of giving over $2.5 million to our

News from Impact Austin https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_previe...

3 of 8 5/10/11 7:31 PM



As a first year member of Impact
Austin I decided to jump in with both
feet.  For anyone that knows me, this
is not a surprise.  I was very excited
that I was still able to join Impact
Austin for the 2011 year, even though

it was December 28th when a friend
mentioned it to me.  I have always
been very active in not-for-profit
organizations, and I felt that joining
Impact Austin would be an excellent
way to get involved in the Austin
community, and be able to help create
change.
 
Being an auditor for not-for-profit
organizations, I have extensive
experience with reviewing financial
statements of organizations, and felt
that these skills would be useful on a
Focus Area Committee.  For the past
three months I have taken part in the
Education Focus Area Committee,
from reading the Letters of Intent, to
participating in the site visits.  It was
very satisfying to attend the site visits
for our three finalists, and to learn
firsthand about the projects from the
not-for-profit organizations.  As the
Annual Meeting quickly approaches, I
still think about the wonderful
presentations I was privileged to
attend.  I am looking forward to the
final outcome, and to learn who our
five grant recipients will be for 2011.
 
To me, the most impressive thing
about Impact Austin is the far reaching
influence we have in the Austin
Community.  Our grants are
significant, and help create meaningful
change for not-for-profit
organizations.  I am proud to say I am
member of Impact Austin.  Prior to
moving to Austin, I participated on a
community funding board of a
well-established foundation.  I was
always very impressed with their
funding procedures, until I had the
opportunity to participate in Impact
Austin's process.  I am still amazed
that everything conducted in our grant
process is 100% volunteer driven. 
The mere fact that Impact Austin is in
its ninth year, and has been run
completely by volunteers is
remarkable.  As we move through this
transitional phase of our own
organization, it is crucial for us as
members to consider our own
sustainability.  In order for us to
continue to grow our organization, and
impact our community, we need to

community.  Recently a group of our 5 year members got together to
celebrate their commitment to making an impact on the Austin area. 
Lisa Fielder, founder & ED of College Forward and proud Impact
Austin member, shared with the group how receiving an Impact
Austin grant in 2004 to fund a college access program at Stony Point
had been instrumental in the growth of College Forward. 
She believes receiving an Impact Austin grant is like getting a seal of
approval for other funders.  College Forward currently assists
students in eight high schools in the Austin metropolitan area and two
high schools in Houston. 

Beyond Impact Campaign
Campaign Update
  
We have reached out to many of you during the past month to invite
you to join in with those of us who are supporting Impact Austin's
interim sustainability plan.   We hope you will pledge your financial
support - no amount is too small.  The important thing is that our
members continue to provide the fuel that drives the engine of Impact
Austin.  In the past this consisted of thousands of volunteer hours
and amazing expertise.  Now we are asking for you to support our
interim transition strategy, which will allow a new Executive Director
the time to integrate in with our Board, our members and our culture
and to form the very best strategy for long term sustainability.  
  
We are happy to report that we have over 70 members who are
"early adopters" and have already pledged an amazing amount to our
campaign!  We will announce the total number at our Annual Meeting
on June 6th.  Many of you have received a letter from Rebecca and
myself asking you to support this campaign and to send in your
pledge before June 6th so we can include your contribution in our big
announcement!  We have Beyond Impact information on our website
including a pledge form and the ability to contribute through PayPal. 
Here is the link:  http://impact-austin.org/beyond_impact.php.
 
For those of you who have already pledged, we are so grateful for
your support.  For those of you who are members, you are what
makes us work, especially all of you who have been so hard at work
selecting our finalists.  Many, many thanks to all of you - can't wait to
celebrate with you on June 6th!
 
Nancy Word
nancyword@gmail.com
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give to ourselves.  It is for this reason
that I chose to support Beyond Impact
as a first year member.  I want to
ensure that Impact Austin will be
around for many years to come,
continuing to create positive change in
our community.
  
  
We want to know who your favorite
Community Partner is and why. 
The members of Impact Austin
would love to hear from you!

To share your story, please
email Laura Green at
newsletter@impact-austin.org

Connect with Us

We invite you to visit us online at
www.impact-austin.org and connect
with Impact Austin's social media
community. This is a great way to
keep in touch with other Impact Austin
members and stay up-to-date on our
current events. Please join us on:

 

 

View all our amazing videos on Impact
Austin's YouTube Channel.

And don't forget to check out
Rebecca's Blog.

Our Mission

We're a progressive leader in
women's philanthropy, bringing new
resources to the community and
making philanthropy accessible.
Through high-impact grant making, we
engage, develop and inspire women
to effect positive change.

Our Vision

Our vision is that our women are
inspirational role models reaching
their full giving potential for a better
quality of life in our community. We will
ensure our long-term sustainability by
tapping into the talents of our
members and building Impact Austin
from the "inside out."

Community Partner Spotlight
Austin Parks Foundation
 
Impact at Barton Creek Greenbelt.

On January 18th, our five-person Barton Creek Trail Corps crew -
Brian, Kristen, Allen, Sara and Joe - officially began work on
rebuilding a stone staircase at end of the Homedale access trail. 
After a cool and windy week of performing corridor clearing - trimming
and cutting down dead or invasive trees along the first mile of the trail
from Zilker to Campbell's Hole, it was time to put the several weeks
of training that they had done by using their grip hoist and big rock
moving and shaping techniques into practice.  First up, a 600 plus
limestone slab!
 

Barton Creek Trail Corps crew at work on the Homedale access trail 

This first week of stone work was a celebration for the Austin Parks
Foundation as well as our partners at the City of Austin Parks and
Recreation Department, American Youthworks Environmental Corps,
the all-volunteer Greenbelt Guardians and our funding partners at
Bicycle Sport Shop and Hill Country Conservancy.  We were officially
working on the second of over 50 identified projects with our crew
and performing detailed work that we simply cannot do with
volunteers.

Since that first staircase, our crew has completed improvements to
the access trail at Loop 360.  They have performed over 5 miles of
trail corridor clearing, using hand saws, loppers, chainsaws to
remove dead, leaning or recently sprouted trees and removing and 
treating invasive trees immediately along the trail.  They rebuilt
another drainage channel that crosses the main trail near Spyglass
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Our Values

Transparency - We are an open book.

Excellence - We are thorough,
professional and go above and
beyond.

Inclusiveness - We are open to all
women.

Democracy - Each member has an
equal voice.

Integrity - We are honest and ethical.

Respect - We consider the impact of
our words and actions on others.

Accountability - We say what we're
going to do and we do it. 

Innovation - We are creative, but
prudent risk-takers.

Continuous Improvement - Through
feedback and other input, we are
always improving.

Access, armoring the trail with big flat rocks and rebuilding the
channel back into the trees as well. They worked with 45 volunteers
on It's My Park Day on March 5th, helping us armor another section
of trail as well as cutting drains for the trail segment to properly drain
when it rains. 

The crew hard at work keeping Austin beautiful!

But most importantly, they embarked on the biggest project of the
year in rebuilding the retaining wall along the trail at Twin Falls pool. 
This is a massive project and when water is flowing, the area is
visited by hundreds of people on a daily basis.  We had completed
one-third of the project with another E-Corps crew several years ago
with a specific grant, but knew that we would need to return to
complete it.

After nearly five weeks of work, it is completed, with new steps
leading down to the creek, hundreds and hundreds of large rocks
collected, shaped and concreted into position, and a new landing
included about a few feet down where the average water level is
located.

Now all we need is a lot more rain.

Meanwhile, the Austin Parks Foundation and our many community
partners have been working to increase volunteer efforts on Barton
Creek Greenbelt since September, when we kicked off our efforts
with 330 volunteers at National Public Lands Day.  Since September,
we have organized 13 workdays with 863 volunteers working 2,686
hours.  We have primarily focused on the removal and treatment of
invasive trees and plants, using weed wrenches and hand saws to
pull out, cut up and stack the thousands of trees and shrubs that we
have targeted into windrows - long stacks of brush - a kind of nature's
silt fence.  In our planned workdays in April, May and June, we'll
continue to work on windrows, invasives we can pull out of the
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ground and trail surface projects.  Our goal remains to host a total of
25 volunteer workdays by the time our Impact Austin Project ends in
December of this year.

We welcome your help at any volunteer workday - our next big day is
National Trails Day on Saturday, June 4th from 9 am to noon
(details).  We'd like to thank you for your support of our project and
efforts and we hope to see you soon out on the trail.
By Charlie McCabe, cmccabe@austinparks.org

Executive Director Transition
Update
Interviewing is Underway
 
The Executive Director Transition Committee is diligently working on
the hiring of a full-time Executive Director by our June annual
meeting. Qualified candidates are interviewing and the committee is
very excited about the high-potential, passionate, and intelligent
individuals who have interviewed thus far. If you are interested in
applying and/or know someone who is interested please refer them to
Patti Halladay of Intersource Recruiting,
patti@intersourcerecruiting.com or 512.457.0883. Please stay tuned
for future updates and announcement of our new Executive Director!

Girls Giving Grants
2011 Community Partner Chosen!
 
Girls Giving Grants chooses the People's Community Clinic's Tandem
Teen Prenatal and Parenting Program as its 2011 Community
Partner.
 
On April 26th, g3 members awarded a $5,200 grant to People's
Community Clinic.  PCC plans to use the grant funds to finance the
"Caring for Baby" project.  The funds will supply 50 care packages for
teen parents which contain child safety items, patient education
information focusing on child/baby safety, and much-needed baby
supplies to be distributed by case managers during home visits with
teens.  Since 2006, g3 has awarded over $25,000 to the Austin-area
community.
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G3 check presentation ceremony

 

G3 will hold their membership recruiting event on Sunday, May 15 at
2:00pm.  Please contact tfaraone@girlsgivinggrants.org for more
information.
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